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Austrian difficulties at the beginning of her reign.
Actually, a growing faction of powerful individuals in
her own provinces and countries were not at all eager
to recognise her as their sovereign. The aristocracy's
opposition to her was infecting the people, and many of
her subjects were now disturbed by the thought that
a woman should rule over them. There never had been
a female monarch in the Habsburg family, and the
idea of a reigning Queen appealed as little to the people
as it did to the Court. It offended all the traditions
of the Austrians to see a woman on the ancient throne
of the Habsburgs.
For centuries, for example, it had been the custom
for the new Habsburg monarch to be on his horse when
he received the homage of the Estates from Lower
Austria. Maria Theresa, who was six months pregnant
when the representatives from Lower Austria arrived
in Vienna, welcomed them seated in dignity in a hall
in the Hofbwrg. The representatives were disappointed
by this necessary change in custom, a strong tradition
of the past had been broken, and, as the Venetian
Ambassador in Austria reported: "The murmur of
tumultuous voices says that the Kingdom should not
be ruled by a woman, and that public interest requires
that a German Prince should be chosen."
From one point of view the objections to Maria
Theresa because she was a woman can be well under-
stood. Since 1438 the head of the Habsburg family
had always, as has been said, been elected as the Holy
Roman Emperor (of the German Nation). Naturally
it was quite unthinkable that a woman should hold this
high office. And as Austria was now governed by a
woman, the imperial titles and honours would of course
pass out of the family.

